[Results of the treatment of non-Hodgkin's lymphoma with 6 cytostatic drug combination].
In 20 patients with non-Hodgkin lymphoma as the first treatment and in 10 patients with the same diagnosis as the second treatment (group II) has been applied the therapeutical protocol proposed by I. Koza et al., composed of 4 monthly cycles of cyclophosphamide, vincristine, bleomycin, methotrexate and prednisone and in the other 4 cycles of doxorubicin, vincristine bleomycin, prednisone. The diagnosis in the I group was: immunoblastic lymphoma in 13 cases, other high grade lymphomas in 5 and low grade lymphoma in 2 cases. In the group II half of the patients showed low or intermediate grade lymphoma but with maximal clinical advancement and resistance to previous therapy. Complete remission (CR) has been obtained in 12 patients of the I group, partial remission (PR) in 7, 1 patient did not respond to therapy. In 3 cases relapse of the disease has been noted, including 2 patients in whom relapse occurred before finishing therapy: the patients remained resistant to alternative one. In the group II the PR and CR has been obtained in 5 and 3 cases respectively: 2 patients with immunoblastic lymphoma resistant to previous therapy did not respond either. Among undesirable effects myelosuppression, mainly granulocytopenia has been mostly noted: infection and septic shock was a cause of death in 1 patient. In 2 patients severe polyneuropathy and in 2 other mucositis of the digestive tract was noted. The treatment used gives beneficial results as induction therapy in cases of immunoblastic lymphoma and enables obtaining remission in therapy resistant cases of low grade lymphoma.